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CANADIAN AGRICULTURE IN THE SEVENTIES 


Wee ThewNova scotia Department of Agriculture and Marketing 
nates Joe OPOOLL UML Dy LOND LeSsenreat hel mavilewoDornt son nes Agricultura | 
Wacko LCem COOK, ma aiae oe UlntCrE Unde maOWeV Cl at latesUCHimeas suomi ss10n 
must be made without the full benefit of discussions and study of 
farmers and are thus presented without the opportunity to subject 
these evaluations to full debate. 

Za. the problems facing the Task Force in OGG ah Aahinley VeganSiite 
terms of reference were enormous. Canada consists of many different 
regions separated not only by geographical distance and difference, 
but shaped also by a whole series of ens Via Cie OO Iie Calle 
OGOmeiie), isykeseikercyl .. ells tiveheaker and other factors. The report, 
therefore, had to reconcile two somewhat mutually exclusive goals; 
on the one hand, to attempt a rationalization of the strategy of 
Peieec mM intial OO lt CV POmneCONCI#+eul aWwEL i elatLOnaleOOals mancdson 


the other, to suggest solutions which. would be applicable to the 


FT ee 
—_. 


wide variety of conditions under which Canadian farmers operate. 

Beyond the stage of very broad generalizations, this must inevitably 

PROCUC GCE realeOreapoaLent  COnrUICESmOf Interests within the Industry, 

Smctcuation. Of which the farming communityeis only too well aware. 
In another way, the very comprehensive nature of the report 

was bound (unless the report was to run to several thousand seis 

to produce a very substantial degree of encapsulization firstly 

in the outlining of the intended solutions, and more markedly in 

the exposition of the lines of reasoning which lead to those con- 


Glusions. Thus, while the report is generally agreed to be an 


posh Fi 


impressive document notable for the advanced and innovative ideas 
Boo DOUnCeOmine byeLo the farming, community, -— trom, producer to 
policy-maker - it leaves a wide range of questions which will need 
to be answered before they can give the report the close study it 
undoubtedly deserves. 

imesmioped Ene TeCrOLre = haternembastm Morce Repoiewil lenot 
IlbemcecCardeca as the Vast sand simmurable word on agricultural polaucy, 
but more as an advanced base-line from dubia will stem a whole 
series of wide-ranging discussion in which the Canadian Agricultural 
Mneus tryswillebe able! ro come co Grips with and reconcile its own 
potentials, prospects, and needs in an advanced and rapidly changing 
eaus- rial -sociery. : 

3. ., Within’the Maritimes, there has, over recent years, been an 
increased realization of the area’s problems arising from distance 
momCanadian Centres of population and consumption, and also the 
Sowing COLentlal=tor the exploitation .of the world’s greatest 
BPOncenrration Of population on the U.S. Hastern seaboard. The Task 
Force recommendations for the greater penetration of this market 
of potatoes and apples are particularly appropriate in these 
circumstances. However, to fulfill these objectives, assistance 
and incentives are required along the following lines: 

(qa) me he cream oneoned ERASE el acne 
expertise specifically oriented to the penetration of the 
Unt wedseraressmanken, 

(lejh Jy GUAR Teme elas) Eases owhilaleye Whe Getayes busts) (one 
Spiel Genel WMLlliiamey Baleaeikels eke Teles tepqelene fens yslopeumeiillgapectenl 


shave! Inver: smeibMleibaeeMl yenaieye hbleley 
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Gc) Me GercycweOlmere lm mrdanspoOlLEn mu! OnmLare rt Saro 
SSraOlusi era it Oneal mera ecm TOM Colpuess OL OrOCUCELONMLO 
DOLE SeOLeexpou.. 

(dad) Development of an export infrastructure which would 
place the potential» benefits firmly within the hands of 
Canadians. 

Aw NemWwhOle Glues muOnnOTeaG hy CuUlLural sacjustmennum ane Lica) 0! sa—— 
whether in terms of particular commodities, or specific areas -- 
Saljotmoe OLvorced from 1he Question of Lransporctation. | Available 
He gnecmomaLOmnCme ODDOLEUNILIes Unless tEranspore facilities and 
services are available to penetrate these markets. While transportation 
facilities may be’ (more or less) adequate in more traditional, high- 
production areas, they have been far from adequate into and within 
EHemielanetc Legon. | Comparative advantage in agricultural pro- 
duction can be meaningful only in an environment of equitable 
rans pOLLaL Lon Sa and facilities. 

inuws papules nepor: or LhesAgracultural Vask™ Force has not devoted 
Slime! Clea whentLion LO Lie, slojecihwob —Eransporrarion, tarifts and 
Paci tes LOL yagrs Ciuliura | transport Tha) uy) RUB atLS region; and 
Specifically in Nova Scotia. i. 

This Department has repeatedly stressed this problem in relation 
Pomc ledsinG shal | Wwayepakiinns mel acreOmend lliway serv CelLouthe Uno. ae: 
inadequate air transport capabilities; short-comings in ferry 
services; insufficient ocean transport from our major seaport; and 
existence of a system of agreed railway charges where distance bears 


little relationship to charges. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding trom 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/6111551/7963 
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WemSuoli Miartech cOctmOtmrcdnsPOhme lcs ties 1OOlLm Callses on 
MUuChMmOhMEICmCOntGOVeCrSoVeovViert Cec cratm at ransoorrarionsein Nova 
sicnykey And we submit that making basically correct policy decisions 
in advance of and in isolation from needed adjustment in transportation 
1S as wrong as making incorrect policy decisions in the first instance. 

WemwoUldsceqiicsleamtillwandepracticalestucy Ob thas situation 
prior to making other policy changes which would otherwise react 
UnNtavouLdol Wao sex) st inomanca) pOLenkial Aeeerenieeneacel development 
within Nova Scotia. Action to overcome existing transport deficiencies, 
based on such a study, is a prerequisite to further development of 
So Gucmhpunemt naNova oCOomLar. 

oe) Lhe recommendations of — report concerning F.F.A. are 
essentially a package deal involving freedom of entry of American 
CotieenOC sat CattOnmOnepLesen.: Dlicing) pOlVcteSseancderrergit lanes, 
anOmaeDlacstno ROUT EOnhat tA paymMenl Swe WELL NOUR Questioning the basicd 
Von eat tS WwOULOmDL OGCUCC AmSiILUaLLOM advantageous =corrie 
farming industry as a whole, it still leaves many questions unanswered. 
Our concerns over these proposals are: 

(Ca) SHow soon could free trade an grains be 

accomplished; international negotiations over tariffs are 

typically complex and drawn-out and there is every reason to 

believe that this adjustment could not be made overnight. 

icy MO wiCalmonmOimmO Puc nC poll Cc he cmouGslGCm oy at ine 

Wheat Board would not remove transportation cost differentials 

between Central Canada and the Maritime area. This is a 

central issue for those livestock feeders who must compete 


with their products on Eastern Canadian markets. 
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Gc) Constderabllerooubeeexistcras LOMwielLnen re- 


Meco PLOn Ome m Shun enreLo niece jess COUNOEresUl tain much 


reduction; agreed charges on grain are already low and the 
Ghancess Ol Lunmmiehm Cauctlonsappcal slignt. 

(d) The F.F.A. policy appears to have been regarded as 
a major constraint to some developments, particularly a greater 
Sselt-surticiency in, grains forine Maritimes. This argument 
is fallacious in that expected higher grain prices which 
inibelgs aeeSole seven hes) cilsollaiirad Choy glee! iste ioc cleisienedercich love Geiqys 
iiviestock sectom Without severe contraction; the potential 
market would therefore disappear. On Dae other hand, the 
Sis Oosime ern Selgewe Iai Si Skis unnecessary as self-sufficiency 
Mom uct aLOUnC ur NesCOnmnes: 1s Sselr-Celeatingminetnated ts ins 
ec, “abaya jelavey Yqsrerel Adoxa MAI ate Gielihibe lees Kye ibikegbaerchedepy ile 
budgetary constraints are paramount, there would seem little 
Obi eCrelOnel ne scctti ngs limbs based OCLs Onn srtorucal=partterns 
of use and increasing local production which would eliminate 
what would seem to be the only valid fear over the policy - 
Gildan moe lnm seCOmaA gc aimUnneCessaGyepLOp slob tiem luivesLock 
industry to the detriment of a local grain sector. 

Ley) WKS emueene tei “ene GO ai, wiheeae Joe) Werelecich Gael aha) cl 
historical perspective. It has been pursued for almost ove 
years and has produced some very definite changes in the 
Lame nomod Lehi a let Mes Wari paimesswhtecl cannot be written: oft 
without very careful thought to the consequences. Specifically, 
the wisdom of placing in jeopardy jobs and investments over 
a very large sector of the agri-business field would seem at 
complete variance with the efforts of regional development 


policies aimed precisely at these objectives. 
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(f) These proposed changes in policy must be evaluated 

as a “package” and their combined effects on price determined 

lpeRoOrCer NSE EUL 0G, any such Chance: 

6. The Department supports the principle of increased grain 
CeocdicmlOoume ne iT MOmocOv Cem IM OLOCtELOmlNCTeosemrll se pDLOUUCT LOM, 
Lie OCeTNOCeSScany LOnClange adCles, OL Olests |andaro crainmand, 

This program will require the continued assistance of government. 
WiteiemEllT om OLOCranmewi Mmoring =agditelone me lanceintOsagnculruresand 
appea Gos CONLramcoutnesspinipeot ~The Lask Force Report, it 2s) necessary 
in order to increase livestock feed output. The Department would chose 
to move along a line of agricultural adjustment which would assist the 
increased expansion of local livestock feed grain production, 
adjustment of land use, and providing the infra-structure for a 

GOEL Geesiin, aigeltisiemry TN. ToletauedWigybicwll cewpssWliiches ea) fone Gelaslisy Joneteepershiy aiauihil 
indicate to what extent the province will need to depend upon 

Lip OGmomo mE Gch Minicom iy os mOCCmInCdUch” VRexpanads, alt emay. weld 

be that increased grain QU OU Wie Ooc em Uda eZ eO mune ne .exoal sion 
program and there will be a continued need for outside sources of grain. 

/ UU Mom eDartmen pmsl DOOmms = ine Lask Horce recommendabions tor 
increased beef production in Canada. At the same time, Nova Scotians 
(ci nCm necro lea lmCDDORRUGKE) ShOmEsSNat nC eines =expDansilol. In 
this province, beef production can be expanded only through increasing 
MOCcImDLOCUCE TON, Ohm CCOM--mancGepa ker Ccula rl yecorn ae AnGs thus must 
means an expanded land use adjustment program for Nova Scotia -- one 


tailored to the specific needs of a corn-based beef feedlot technology. 


8. The Department expresses concern over the possible con- 
sequences Omlay Natdonale Maerkeringmboardpon producers vor agricultural 
products in a deficit area such as Nova Scotia. We believe the 
general principle enunciated in the report on a National Board can 
be beneficial where there are provincial boards on specific commodities. 
We believe that provinces such as Nova Scotia who are in a stage of 
GPG SSCUine; GEMeubie Klehe CMe ties Cibherehihe sui) many commodities should not 
be restricted by quotas which would prhibit adjustments in the 
iOS: hin CaOUL Cm SUC Gt tnatmOLOdUCerS eI Nerill Ss spDLovince sshnould 
not be denied any opportunity to produce for a market which may 
elark Were Gighy fexeecliiehe au ies) jereenyalavers- 

9. The Department feels the development of provincial farm 
credit policies has proven to be one of themst significant factors 
in the development of Nova Scotia agriculture. The Department 
Samo NC Vee UOOOG. Sar emLOcdmOne de OnMOvmiInClaishyouel al cagoLecdilmagency 
with power to establish the farm credit policy for an area. The 
Department would support the general recommendations on farm credit 
Oia aeighs sgemirion iid we EiemoLovEnCialgschemeocmmays DemcdesioneduLo 
meet the unique situations of this province. Again, we would state 
that one of the objectives of a Nova Scotia farm credit scheme would 
be to provide the financing for an expanded agriculture. | 

10. The Department would encourage the further investigation 
with the objective of establishing a Rural Development Credit Agency. 


This Agency should be under the control of agricultural departments. 


‘ll. The Department has, in recent years, assumed a broader 
role than service to commercial agriculture. We would recommend 
that policies and programs affecting rural development in general be 
co-ordinated through the Provincial Department. We believe that 
greater advances can be made with the low income sector of agriculture 
if specialized extension programs can forma phase of the total 
extension effort. Resource development and farm adjustment should 
be guided by provincial agricultural departments. This Department 
has already initiated a rural adjustment program and additional 
agencies cere LIC province may only confound existing policies and 
programs. This Department would emphasize the continued need for 
both manpower and resource development programs and the continuation 
and expansion of the ARDA type programs will be necessary to bring 


about the required adjustments in resource use in rural Nova Scotia. 
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